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Xi urges youths
to champion
vision of peace

Over 3,000 young people from around
the world meet at Beijing conference

By ZHOU JIN
zhoujin@chinadaily.com.cn

President Xi Jinping has encour-
aged youths to champion the vision
of peace, and contribute to peaceful
development and the building of a
community with a shared future
for humanity.

Xi made the remarks on Tuesday
in amessage sent to the World Youth
Conference for Peace, which is the
first of its kind and gathered over
3,000 young representatives from
more than 130 countries in Beijing.

This year marks the 80th anniver-
sary of the victory in the Chinese
People’s War of Resistance Against
Japanese Aggression (1931-45) and
the World Anti-Fascist War.

The president noted that 80 years
ago, the Chinese people, together
with people around the world,
fought bravely and tenaciously to
completely defeat fascism and
achieved hard-won peace.

Xi stressed that the future of peace
lies in the hands of young people,
expressing hope that they could use
this conference as an opportunity to
exchange ideas, enhance mutual
understanding and foster friendships.

The World Youth Conference for
Peace was co-hosted by the Chinese
People’s Association for Friendship
with Foreign Countries and the All-
China Youth Federation.

At the conference, a World Youth
Peace Initiative was issued, calling on
young people across the globe to unite
in safeguarding peace, pioneering
mutual learning among civilizations,
advocating win-win cooperation,
tackling climate change and promot-
ing “technologies for social good”

Ly Navuth, a member of the Union
of Youth Federations of Cambodia
Central Committee, said that peace
serves as the cornerstone of human
progress, enabling individuals and
nations to thrive in an environment
free from violence, fear and conflict.

“As youth leaders, we are not
bystanders in the journey toward
peace, we are active participants,
influencers and change makers,” he
said, adding that young people have
the ability to promote dialogue,
reject hatred and build peaceful
communities.

Akerke Iskanderova, chairwoman
of the Youth Wing Jastar Ruhy under
the AMANAT Party of Kazakhstan,
said that in a time of global instability,
heightened geopolitical tensions and
growing fragmentation in global per-
ceptions, it isimportant to strengthen
mutual understanding, cultural
respect and trust between nations.

Youth is capable not only of
upholding these principles, but
also of actively shaping a new
international agenda based on the
values of humanity, openness and
cooperation, she said.

United Nations Resident Coordi-
nator in China Siddharth Chatterjee
said that the future of peace and
multilateralism depends on youth
cooperation. This year also marks
the 80th anniversary of the UN.

Young leaders were united at the
conference by the belief that dialogue
and understanding can overcome
division and mistrust, he said.

Zhai Zihan, chairman of the
Singapore China Association Youth
Chapter, said that despite the fact
that members of the young genera-
tion today are the beneficiaries of
an unprecedented era of relative
peace and stability, they must not
take this for granted.

Global challenges, especially in
ecology and economic inequality, con-
tinue to shape the world, Zhai said.

The new generation shouldn’t
let historical and past burdens
stop them from imagining or
inventing what the future may
hold, he said, adding that coopera-
tion and economic development
form the foundation for continued
peace and prosperity.

FUJIAN AND RYUKYT,
A FRIENDSHIP
THAT HAS STOOD FOR

OVER 500 YEARS

Bond strengthened by mutually benefi-
cial exchanges, shared cultural heritage

By ZHANG YUNBI
and HU MEIDONG in Fuzhou

or Japanese historian Ken-

ichi Uezato, the coastal

town of Meihua in Fuzhou,

Fujian province, serves as a
deep reminder of the people-to-
people friendship between Fujian
and Ryukyu that has lasted for cen-
turies.

For over 500 years, the Ryukyu
Kingdom — located in what is today
Japan’s most southwestern prefec-
ture of Okinawa — was an independ-
ent tributary state under China’s
Ming and Qing dynasties (1368-1911).

The East China Sea stood between
the Ryukyu Islands and Meihua,
which served as a major port for two-

<%depth

way exchanges that benefited both
communities, and had numerous
influences on economy, culture and
society that have endured to modern
times.

In recent years, Uezato, a professor
emeritus at the University of the Ryu-
kyus in Okinawa, has been a witness
to the efforts made by the Chinese
side — especially by Fuzhou and its
people — in preserving and building
on shared cultural heritage. This
includes the establishment of a cul-

See Bonding, page 2

© 2025 China Daily, All Rights Reserved

Vol. 29—

/AN

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

g

No.8805

A member of

N the Asia News
Network

All-out flood reliet efforts underway

By YAN DONGJIE in Tianjin,
JIANG CHENGLONG
and WANG XTAOYU in Beijing

All-out disaster relief and rescue
operations are underway in Bei-
jing, Tianjin and Hebei province
as torrential rainfall wreaked hav-
oc in northern China since the
beginning of the week, damaging
roads, disrupting power and water
supplies, and prompting mass
evacuation.

= As of Tuesday
Inside evening, the death
See more toll from severe
page 6 downpours in Bei-

jing was 30, with 28
deathsreported in the city’s moun-
tainous Miyun district and two in
Yangqing district, while eight more
people died in Hebei, where a
landslide struck Luanping county,
according to local authorities.

The rainstorm alert in Beijing,
where 80,332 people were moved
to safety, was canceled on Tuesday
as the rain bands weakened and
shifted eastward. The city, however,
remains on its highest level of
flood-control emergency response.

Vice-Premier Zhang Guoqing,
who has been entrusted by Presi-
dent Xi Jinping to oversee relief
and rescue efforts in Beijing, led
relevant department officials on
Monday night to Miyun, where
they met and consoled affected
residents and guided flood pre-
vention and disaster relief work.

Zhang emphasized that during
the crucial period for flood con-
trol, special attention should be
paid to vulnerable groups includ-
ing the elderly, the ailing, and peo-
ple with disabilities, ensuring
their safe relocation. It is impor-
tant to scientifically manage the
flow and discharge of floodwaters
and make every effort to minimize
disaster losses, he added.

The maximum rainfall across
entire Beijing was registered in
two Miyun towns at 543 millime-

Micro dramas
set to make
major impact
POLICY REVIEW, PAGE 7

Villagers clean up their belongings on Tuesday as floodwaters recede in Taishitun township in Beijing’s
Miyun district. wu XIAOHUI / CHINA DAILY

ters, with nearly 17,000 residents
relocated in Miyun district as of
Tuesday morning, according to
the Beijing municipal govern-
ment.

Along a stretch of the Chaohe
River in Miyun, fast-moving, mud-
dy floodwaters submerged lower
tree branches, although heavy rain
had eased to a drizzle by Tuesday
noon.

Gao Jianhua, a grassroots leader
at the Armed Police Force Beijing
Corps, was among nearly 1,000
soldiers deployed to build flood
barriers near the district’s Ning-
cunxin bridge.

“When we started work around
8 pm on Monday, it was pouring.
We could tell with our own eyes
that the water level was quickly
rising. The situation felt critical
and urgent,” Gao said, adding that
they worked nonstop for 12 hours
to complete the basic structure of
a 1l.6-kilometer-long embank-
ment.

“A total of 100,000 sandbags
were used, meaning that each sol-
dier had loaded and transported
about 100 sandbags throughout
the process,” he said, adding that
reinforcement of the sandbag bar-
rier was underway.

Meanwhile, in Tianjin, local res-
ident Cui Chuanying -carefully
stepped on scattered stones across
a waterlogged road, a large suit-
case in one hand while with the
other he guided his 10-year-old
son, as they prepared to leave their
village battered by heavy rains
with the help of rescuers.

“We arrived at a speed skating
training center in the city’s Jizhou
district on Friday. Heavy rainfall
began on Sunday evening, wash-
ing away bridges and cutting off
electricity, communication and
water supplies,’ Cui said.

About 20 children, along with
their coaches and parents, were
trapped at the training facility, he
said. “We felt hopeless in the

www.chinadailyhk.com

beginning, as all we could do was
wait. When we heard this (Tues-
day) morning that People’s Libera-
tion Army rescuers were coming,
we were overjoyed,” he said. “Now
we know we are safe in their
hands.”

Cui and his son were among the
more than 10,500 residents evacu-
ated from Jizhou.

Lu Chenyang, a PLA soldier and
a member of the rescue team sent
to the district, said their main
tasks were evacuating residents
from flooded villages and clearing
roads.

“The biggest challenge is the
severe road damage. Some sec-
tions are completely destroyed,
forcing us to rely on small paths,
rural trails and temporary routes
we cleared ourselves (to evacuate
people),” Lu said.

“Since 8 am on Tuesday, our
team of 100 soldiers has relocated
nearly 600 stranded residents,
and we will continue restoring vil-
lage access,” he added.

As the skies cleared around
Tuesday afternoon, some resi-
dents of Putaoyuan village in Bei-
jing’s Miyun district returned
home to start cleaning efforts.

Zhang Changgqin, a 65-year-old
seafood vendor, put on his rain
boots and navigated piles of debris
to reach his damaged truck that
was overturned by floodwaters.
He said he planned to repair the
vehicle himself instead of filing an
insurance claim, so that he could
resume business as soon as possi-
ble.

“I have experienced -earth-
quakes and floods in the past, but
never one this severe,” Zhang said.
“Nevertheless, I choose to keep a
positive mind. Things may look
bleak now, but once we rebuild our
village, I believe it would become
even more beautiful than before.”

Contact the writers at
wangriaoyu@chinadaily.com.cn

Shooting rampage

Gunman Kills 4, including NYPD
officer, in Manhattan skyscraper
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New name

to highlight
the dangers
of ‘space o1l

By STACY SHI and
‘WILLIAM XU in Hong Kong

Hong Kong Secretary for Security
Chris Tang Ping-keung said on Tues-
day that local authorities will
rename the recreational drug
known as “space oil’; aiming to pre-
vent its misleading brand name
from attracting users with a danger-
ous appeal.

In an exclusive interview with Chi-
na Daily, Tang acknowledged that
the name “space 0il” misleadingly
suggests an exciting experience.

“We must make it clear — this is
just a drug, nothing more. It will
only do harm to your body,” Tang
said. He warned of the drug’s severe
side effects, including loss of body
control, hair loss, and sexual-organ
deformities.

Space oil, often vaped through
e-cigarettes, can induce short-term
euphoria and cause addiction.

The city authorities have under-
taken legislative and educational
measures in response to the drug’s
spread within the community, espe-
cially among young people.

In 2024, Hong Kong reported 226
users of space oil aged 21 and young-
er. Injust the first quarter of this year
alone, the number reached 128, mak-
ing it the most commonly abused
drug among this age group.

Amid concerns over the narcotic’s
growing popularity, Dennis Lam
Shun-chiu, a doctor-turned-law-
maker, criticized the name for
romanticizing the drug, which con-
ceals its harmful nature and carries
glamorous connotations for those
lacking understanding of its dan-
gers.

The main ingredient of space oil is
etomidate, a prescription anesthetic.
In February, the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region government
classified etomidate and all its ana-
logues as dangerous drugs, a signifi-
cant step in combating their abuse.

Under the Dangerous Drugs Ordi-
nance, the trafficking and illicit
manufacturing of etomidate and its
analogues are punishable by poten-
tially life imprisonment and a fine of
up to HK$5 million ($636,900). Pos-
sessing and consuming these sub-
stances in contravention of the
ordinance can lead to a maximum
sentence of seven years in prison
and a fine of HK$1 million.

Starting from the upcoming
school year, the government will
include etomidate in school drug
testing programs under the Healthy
School Program.

Contact the writers at
stacyshi@chinadailyhk.com

By LUO WEITENG in Hong Kong
sophialuo@chinadailyhk.com

Silicon Valley, the epicenter of
global innovation, is “nothing com-
pared to the Guangdong-Hong
Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area”
when it comes to producing practi-
cal, cost-effective technologies and
solutions for the often-overlooked,
underserved parts of the world, said
US economist Jeffrey Sachs.

China has its own answer to the
global development model that has
long followed a Western script. The
world’s second-largest economy has
what it takes to stand as a flag bearer
and agenda setter in the realm of col-
lective sustainable development,
with the Hong Kong Special Admin-
istrative Region anchored as a unique
hub for green finance, Sachs said.

“China, a fundamental pillar of
multilateralism, should have its posi-
tion reinforced,” Sachs, director of
the Center for Sustainable Develop-
ment at Columbia University, told

China Daily in an exclusive interview
in Hong Kong following a speech
event hosted by the Hong Kong Asso-
ciation for External Friendship.

Hong Kong’s uniqueness, said
Sachs, lies in its geographical advan-
tage — strategically located within
the manufacturing and innovation
powerhouse of the Greater Bay
Area, and more closely aligned than
ever with the country’s pivotal role
in shaping profound global trans-
formation.

During his recent visit to Shang-
hai, Sachs was impressed by the arti-
ficial-intelligence-powered factory
of Longi Green Energy Technology,
one of the world’s largest solar panel
manufacturers. The fully automated
facility and bustling scene of robotic
manufacturing just offered a
glimpse into how China’s industrial
might and tech prowess could engi-
neer a meaningful impact, he said.

The world-renowned professor
has also been a frequent visitor to
Shenzhen, a vibrant and innovative

Leading economist Jeffrey
Sachs discusses the Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region’s
strategic position as a hub for
green finance and innovation, as
part of China’s emerging role in
global development, during a
recent interview with China Dai-
ly. ZHENG YUCHENG / CHINA DAILY

Jeftrey Sachs anticipates China’s growing influence

city that is home to a constellation of
tech giants — including many iconic
enterprises that have been targeted
by the US in its campaign to curtail
China’s technological ascent.

Sachs was equally impressed by
the increasingly strong connec-
tion that has developed between
Shenzhen and Hong Kong over the
past few years. He lauded the closer
ties between neighboring cities
across the Greater Bay Area as “an
offering” to Hong Kong, enabling the
city to stand out from other financial
centers and pursue “something
much bigger”.

The SAR is “best placed” and
blessed in every sense under the
“one country, two systems” princi-
ple, with its robust common law
framework, well-established finan-
cial regime, world-leading educa-
tion institutions and some of the
finest minds, as well as the neigh-
borhood it is situated in.

See GBA, page 3
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Cool tech

A group of United States stu-
dents who participated in the
Flying Tigers Summer Camp
check out robots at the Hubei
Humanoid Robot Innovation
Center in Wuhan, the capital
of Hubei province, on Tues-
day. Around 80 participants
of this year’s camp are visit-
ing Wuhan and Hong'an, a
county in Hubei, from Satur-
day to Wednesday to promote
youth exchanges and boost
the number of Flying Tigers
Friendship Schools. zHANG
CHANG / CHINA NEWS SERVICE
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Nation to lead in hydropower

Capacity of pumped hydro storage is
likely toreach 130 GW by end of 2030

By ZHENG XIN
zhengxin@chinadaily.com.cn

China is poised to maintain its
position as the world’s largest
hydropower market through 2030,
fueled by substantial investment
and the expansion of Chinese com-
panies into emerging and develop-
ing economies, said industry
experts and company executives.

China hasbeen leading globally in
installed hydropower capacity and
accounted for more than half of the
world’s new hydropower capacity
additions last year, the Internation-
al Hydropower Association said in a
recent report.

Global hydropower capacity in
2024 grew by 24.6 gigawatts, 14.4
GW of which was contributed by
China, accounting for nearly 60 per-
cent of the total, thereby solidifying
the nation’s leading role in global

hydropower development, the
report said.
Furthermore, pumped hydro

storage capacity accounted for more
than half of China’s hydropower
capacity growth, with new capacity
reaching 7.75 GW, it added.

The report said that China is on
track to surpass its 2030 pumped
storage hydropower target of 120

GW by more than 8 percent, poten-
tially reaching 130 GW by the end of
the decade.

Pumped hydro storage projects
use electricity during periods of low
demand to pump water to an upper
reservoir, which is then released to
generate electricity during peak
demand periods, earning them the
nickname of “super charging sta-
tions”

China’s total installed hydropow-
er capacity has reached approxi-
mately 436 GW, accounting for
more than three-quarters of Asia’s
total, the report said.

Analysts said that China’s contin-
ued investment in hydropower,
especially pumped hydro storage
stations, is becoming a crucial
means of maintaining grid stability
during its energy transition.

Zhang Zongliang, an academician
with the Chinese Academy of Engi-
neering, expects significant market
growth in the sector, prompted by
the increasing integration of wind
and solar power into the energy sys-
tem.

Zhang said he believes that
pumped hydro storage, which pro-
vides large-scale energy storage for
renewable energy integration and
flexible power regulation for the grid,

ensures grid stability, power balan-
cing and a reliable electricity supply.

China, with a vast territory of
abundant site resources suitable for
pumped hydro storage develop-
ment, has over 1,500 potential
pumped hydro storage sites, with a
total potential installed capacity of
1.6 terawatts, he said.

As China actively builds a clean,
low-carbon and efficient new ener-
gy system, with the large-scale, high-
proportion development of new
energy sources such as wind and
solar, pumped hydro storage is set to
enter a new era of development
opportunities, he said.

According to the China Renewa-
ble Energy Engineering Institute, 23
new pumped hydro storage projects
were approved in China last year,
which further strengthened the
country’s position as the world lead-
er in pumped hydro storage for the
ninth consecutive year.

According to the institute, since
the commissioning of China’s first
pumped hydro station in 1968,
almost 90 years after the world’s
first facility was established in
Zurich, Switzerland, the nation’s
expertise in this technology has
matured through decades of practi-
cal application and technological
accumulation.

China has also come up with a
comprehensive industrial system
and specialized development mod-

el, covering standard formulation,
planning and design, engineering
construction and equipment, it said.

Lin Bogiang, head of the China
Institute for Studies in Energy Poli-
cy at Xiamen University, said that
the government’s policy of raising
electricity prices during peak-de-
mand times has incentivized stor-
age providers, including pumped
hydro operators.

This allows them to profit from
selling stored power at higher pri-
ces, further boosting the sector’s
development, said Lin.

China has consistently increased
its investment in hydropower devel-
opment in recent years.

State Grid Corp of China’s new
energy subsidiary completed a 36.5
billion yuan ($5.03 billion) capital
increase and share expansion
project last week, the largest cash
fundraising in the history of the
country’s State-owned asset trans-
actions.

Zhang Zhigang, executive chair-
man of the company, said the sub-
stantial capital injection will be
entirely allocated to the construc-
tion of pumped hydro energy stor-
age projects, an initiative seen as
crucial for promoting high-quality
development in the pumped hydro
sector, accelerating the establish-
ment of a new type of power system
and contributing to the stable
growth of the national economy.

GBA:Economist predicts ‘less role’ for US dollar

From page 1

“At the most fundamental level,
sustainable development depicts a
future we have for the world,” Sachs
said. The concept can be traced back
to endeavors decades ago, and its
lofty goals were adopted by the Unit-
ed Nations in 2015 as a universal call
to action.

Sachs shared his reflections on
sustainable development: It is “a sys-
tem of systems” with interconnec-
tions among various fields. It cannot
be achieved with markets or capital-
ism alone, and thus calls for holistic
planning, regional strategies and a
global agenda.

Sustainable future

This understanding makes him a
keen advocate and staunch support-
er of global cooperation and shared
prosperity. But he pointed to the cru-
el fact that Wall Street is turning a
blind eye to the huge, unmet demand
from developing economies. This is
where Hong Kong could come into
play — by providing a whole package
of financing support and setting
itself apart from its peers as a finan-
cial hub that connects East and West,
North and South, he said.

Such a unique mission for the ter-
ritory fits in well with the goals and
undertakings of the Belt and Road
Initiative, which Sachs describes as
his “favorite single foreign policy in
the area of sustainable development”.

“This well-motivated initiative is
becoming much more strategic,
green, digital and transformation-fo-
cused. It’s a big offer for the world,”
he said.

Sachs said he is pinning his hopes
on China — “by far the world’s larg-
estindustrial nation and the lowest-
cost producer of every advanced
green and digital technology that
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Jeffrey Sachs joins Priscilla Leung Mei-fun (second from left), founding president of the Hong Kong
Association for External Friendship, and others for an event on sustainable development in Hong Kong
and East Asia on July 24. PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

the globe needs” — in driving a
more inclusive, equal and sustaina-
ble development that benefits those
most in need.

He looks beyond the West to “the
rest of the world” “It’s not a small
‘rest of the world’ that can be taken
lightly;” he said. “Instead, it accounts
for approximately 85 percent of the
world population in total. Or if you
take away China’s part, it’s about two-
thirds of the global population.”

Those countries and regions that
have been “left behind” are banking
on China as “a natural leader and the
most important producer of key
technologies and solutions” to hook
onto sustainable transformation.
They are also in dire need of multiple
lanes of funding that the SAR can
help provide, said Sachs.

Within an emerging global land-
scape of multicurrency transactions
and decentralized financial systems,
he is betting on the yearslong efforts
that China has put in to make its cur-
rency more international, and on the
SAR’s pursuit of stablecoin pilot pro-
grams to stay on the leading edge of
financial technology.

Sachs reiterated his prediction that
“a decade from now, the role of the
(US) dollar will be much less than it is
today”. However, such a sea change is
“not entirely straightforward as it
requires new institutions” He high-
lighted stablecoin and digital curren-
cies as integral parts of the big story
unfolding, with the well-paced inter-
nationalization of the renminbi add-
ing the most compelling footnote.

In the evolving realm of global

trade, the massive, untapped “rest of
the world” is expected to be “a main
source of export growth” for China
over the coming few years, as Sachs
sees “no real stability and much less
true cooperation between the US
and China” in the years to come.

Sachs said the US “has become
alarmed that it cannot win such a
trade war”, and China’s advanced
chip-making — a flashpoint in the
Sino-US technological rivalry — will
continue to develop regardless of the
short-term twists and turns.

Having seen the US sink into self-
imposed isolation with a mindset
“not conducive to cooperation”, the
US economist urges the rest of the
world to adapt to the new reality
and double down on their commit-
ment to multilateralism.

Political Lens

Top legislator hails mutual trust, win-win cooperation
with Hungary

Top legislator Zhao Leji hailed the mutual trust and win-win coopera-
tion between China and Hungary during an official goodwill visit to
Hungary from Thursday to Monday.

Zhao, chairman of the Standing Committee of the National People’s Con-
gress, China’s top legislature, held separate meetings with Hungarian Presi-
dent Tamas Sulyok and Prime Minister Viktor Orban, and held talks with
Hungarian National Assembly Speaker Laszlo Kover in Budapest during the
visit.

‘When meeting with Sulyok, Zhao conveyed President Xi Jinping’s cor-
dial greetings, noting that Xi’s successful state visit to Hungary in May
2024 has opened up broader prospects for friendly cooperation between
the two countries. China is willing to work with Hungary to be good friends
with mutual respect and mutual trust, good partners with mutual benefits
and win-win results, and good brothers who understand and care for each
other, Zhao said.

Sulyok asked Zhao to convey his sincere greetings to President Xi. The
Hungarian president said that Hungary and China have been developing
bilateral relations on the basis of mutual respect, mutual trust, mutual bene-
fit and win-win results, which is of great significance and contemporary val-
ue.

‘When meeting with Orban, Zhao said that in recent years, China-Hun-
gary relations have achieved leapfrog development and are at their best
in history. Orban said that President Xi’s state visit to Hungary last year
was a milestone in the history of Hungary-China relations.

During his talks with Kover, Zhao said the two sides should strengthen
exchanges at all levels of the legislature, and formulate, revise and
approve legal documents conducive to bilateral cooperation in a timely
manner.

Kover said that a growing China helps promote world peace and devel-
opment and contributes to building a multipolar world.

Individuals from nonpublic sector urged to unite, strive
for success and make achievements

One hundred individuals from the nonpublic sector of the economy and
new social strata were awarded the title of “Outstanding Builders of Social-
ism with Chinese Characteristics” in Beijing on Tuesday.

Speaking at the honoring ceremony, top political adviser Wang Huning
encouraged the title winners to fully leverage their exemplary and leading
role and inspire the broader community of individuals from the nonpublic
sector and new social strata to unite, strive for success and make achieve-
ments.

‘Wang, chairman of the National Committee of the Chinese People’s Politi-
cal Consultative Conference, the country’s top advisory body, stressed the
important contributions that individuals from the nonpublic sector and
people from new social strata have made in advancing the cause of social-
ism with Chinese characteristics in the new era.

XINHUA — CHINA DAILY

China unveils largest-ever
delegation for Chengdu
World Games in August

By XING WEN
xingwen@chinadaily.com.cn

urged all athletes to strive for
excellence while strictly uphold-
ing the principles of “zero toler-

China announced its 489-mem- ance for doping” and “impeccable

ber delegation, including 321 ath-  sportsmanship”.

letes, for the upcoming 2025

World Games in Chengdu, the Peak performance

capital of Sichuan province, dur- Chinese Kkarate competitor

Gong Li, a bronze medalist at the
Tokyo 2020 Summer Olympics,
expressed her determination to
deliver a peak performance at the
Chengdu games, as well as her
aspiration to stand atop the podi-
um, witness the national flag rais-
ing and hear the anthem played in
her homeland.

Despite karate’s exclusion from
the additional sports list of the
Los Angeles 2028 Olympics, Gong
affirmed that she would maintain
an Olympic-level preparation
mindset for the World Games.

“I want to savor every moment
of international competitions,’
she said.

“The Chengdu games will serve
as the perfect platform to demon-
strate the progress I've made
through four years of hard work
since the Tokyo Olympics. I also
hope karate will soon return to
the Olympic Games,” she said.

Zhong Qixin, head coach of Chi-
na’s sport climbing team and a
former gold medalist in men’s
speed climbing at the 8th World
Games, shared his aspirations for
the upcoming home event.

“We are determined to deliver
strong performances on home
soil,” Zhong said.

“Our focus is on giving our best
and demonstrating our skills to
the global audience. At the same
time, we hope international ath-
letes and coaches will excel in
their competitions and enjoy both
the games and the local hospitali-
ty;” he said.

The key gold-medal events for
the Chinese sports delegation are
expected to include wushu, sport
climbing, acrobatic gymnastics,
roller-skating and dragon boat
racing.

Meanwhile, medals are also
expected in events such as bocce,
dancesport, trampoline, parkour,
cheerleading, karate, para-freed-
iving and para-jujitsu.

The Hong Kong Special Admin-
istrative Region announced earli-

ing a team-launch ceremony on
Tuesday.

The 12th edition of the World
Games, the highest-level interna-
tional multisport event outside
the Olympic Games, will be held
in Chengdu from Aug 7 to 17. This
marks the first time that the event
will be hosted on the Chinese
mainland.

The games will feature 34
sports, 60 disciplines and 256
events.

China is sending 321 athletes —
156 men and 165 women — to
compete in the sporting gala in
152 events across 28 sports. The
largest Chinese delegation in the
history of the World Games will
make its debut in 12 sports,
including floorball, cheerleading,
flying disc and powerboating.

The Chinese athletes range in
age from 13 to 50, with the average
age being 23.8. About two-thirds
of the athletes are teachers, stu-
dents, corporate employees or
freelancers, highlighting the
inclusiveness and openness of the
sporting gala.

Notably, para-athletes have
been included in the delegation
for the first time. Among them is
Paralympic archer Ai Xinliang,
who will compete alongside non-
disabled athletes in the archery
event.

Ai said the mixed training ses-
sions before the Chengdu games
have allowed para-athletes and
nondisabled athletes to learn
from each other. For example,
they discussed details such as how
to maintain stability and adjust
breathing while shooting, he said.

“The World Games provides a
valuable opportunity for us para-
athletes to compete at a major
international event alongside
able-bodied peers,” said Ai.

“It not only promotes the
games’ appeal to more disabled
athletes, but also helps nurture
talent for the sustainable develop-
ment of para-sports in China,” he

added. er that it will send a 40-member
During the delegation’s launch delegation — including 22 com-
ceremony, sports authorities petitors — to the games.



